TRAVEL
BLOGGERS

GIAC MO DANG GIA BAO NHIEU?

bai: HONG NHUNG

THAY Vi b1 DU LICH
VAI LAN MOT NAM, TRAVEL
BLOGGER BIEN cuOC DO
MINH THANH MOT CHUYEN
Pl DAI. VA DO CHAC CHAN
KHONG PHAI MOT HANH
TRINH TRAI HOA HONG.
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TAO LAP CON DU'ONG RIENG
Céch day hon 1 nam, t6i ra mat cudn sach dau tay, va

déng bai quang ba hay gi¢i thiéu cho mét thuong hiéu
nao dé ma khoéng hiéu rang dé cling lam mot cach dé

quyét dinh tr bé nghé bao d€ 1am mét blogger du lich t6i can d6i ngudn thu nhép cho viéc xé dich. Ban than
toan thoi gian. Téi qua chan su 6n dinh, qua chan moéi t61 da co luc cadm thay rat chan nan véi quyét dinh tré
truong go bé va khuén méau, qua chan mot cong thire thanh blogger toan thoi gian ctia minh. Téi khong thay

1&p di lap lai nén théi quyét dinh tir bd moét cong viéc 6n ¢6 su tién trién, toi khoéng biét t6i lam thiéu, lam sai &

dinh va c6 thé noi la udc mo clia nhiéu nguoi dé tao lap
mot con dudng riéng cho minh. Tai sao lai nhin cudc
s6ng mot mau trong khi ban than ban cé thé nhin thay

cubc séng da dang hon?

KIEM TIEN DE XE DICH

Co6 rét nhieu nguén dé téi trang trai cho nhirng chuyén
di. Tién viét sach, tién dé€ danh tr nhiéu nam, tién lam
thém tir cac c6ng viéc nhd 1é ngoai céng viéc chinh la
blogger du lich, tién quang céo ctia Facebook va Google
khi dang video trén YouTube va ca nhirng hop dong,
théa thuan déng bai, danh gia trai nghiém san pham,

dich vu trén cac kénh riéng trén web va mang xa hoi.

DUONG DI KHONG TRAI HOA HONG

To1 da tién liéu trude duge nhitng kho khan ma minh
vap phai. Khong ngo, nhitng khé khan dé khac nghiét
hon 14 téi tudng. Lam tu do thi chéng bao gity c6 thu
nhép 6n dinh ca. Tat ca déu la su bap bénh va t6i phai
nd luc tirng ngay, tirng gio dé duy tri thu nhap cta

minh.

Ngoai ra, khi ban 1a mét blogger du lich thi ban phai di
dd nhiéu va du thuong xuyén dé c6 nhiéu kinh nghiém,
trai nghiém chia sé v&i doc gid. Néu ban di it, trai
nghiém cua ban nhat nhéo, chang ai theo di blog cua
ban. Hon nita, trdi nghiém ctia ban phai sau, phai thu
vi, doi héi ban phai c6 éc quan sat, phai c6 sy cam nhan
va phai ¢6 su giao luu véi nhitng nguoi dia phuong noi
ban dén. Thir ba la ban phai tao dugc long tin noi déc
gid bdi ho sé la d6i twong theo déi hanh trinh cia ban,
g6p phan vao su thanh céng cia nhitng gi ban viét ra

va chia sé. Déi khi, c6 déc gid cam thay kho chiu khi t6i

khau nao.

THANH TU'U CAN CO QUA TRINH

Kho khén thi nhiéu nhung tu ban than téi luéon tam
niém rang téi da quyét dinh di theo con dudng nay thi
t61 phai di theo dén cung. T6i van c6 mot niém tin kha
chéc chan rang t6i sé thanh céng véi con dudong minh
dé chon. Sau nay khi ¢6 gia dinh t6i nghi van c6 thé
cung nhau chu du kham ph4, dé tat ca moi ngudi cuing
duoc hoc tlr nhitng diéu thu vi trong cudc séng. Thé
nhung dung voi va di lam mét blogger du lich toan thoi
gian ngay lap tic khi ban chua trang bi di cho minh
kha néng tai chinh, kién thirc day dén va ca nhiing ki
néng giao tiép, ngoai nglt. P€ dat dugc moét thanh tuu
déu can moét qua trinh. Néu mudn tré thanh mot blogger
du lich, hay bat dau di tir bay gio, bat dau tap viét va
chia sé, bat dau tap cac ki nédng chup anh, quay phim,
bién tap video, trau do6i kha nang noéi tiéng Anh va dac
biét hay doc that nhiéu.
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Tir thang 6 ndm nay khi bat dau hanh trinh vong quanh thé giéi bang
xe mdy duw dinh 13 trong 2 ndm thi c6 thé néi Khoa Ia mét blogger

du lich toan thoi gian, con tru'dc thi van cé céng viéc cé dinh va chi
tranh tha ngay nghi dé€ du lich, méi nam sé di khodng 20-30 chuyén

cha yéu Ia trong nuérc.
1)

SE KHONG CON CHUYEN DI NAO DAI THE

V61 mét hanh trinh dai nhu chuyén du lich vong quanh thé
gisi nay, néu khong lam travel blogger thi khéng biét sé tim
chi phi & dau ra dé chi trd cho no, cing phan vi tién danh dum
trudce gio da d€ danh hoac gdi phan 16n vé cho gia dinh vi
minh la con 1én trong nha. Lam travel blogger dugc thi méi co
thé di tiép va di xa hon.

LAM VIEC TREN NHU'NG CUNG PUONG

Trudc day thi nho céng viéc van phong toan thoi gian, thinh
thodng cling viét lach quang céo cho vai cong ty. Con bay gio
thi chd yéu la minh viét quang céo cho mét s6 nhan hang nhu
16p xe, dién thoai, copywriter, chup anh cho cac nhan hang dé
chi tra cho chi phi chuyén di. Hién minh cling khéng c6 nguén

tai chinh nao 6n dinh ca.

Trén doi khong co gi la mién phi va hoan hao ¢, moi thr déu
can sy danh déi. “Nghé di du lich” d6i khi cling bi stress nhiéu
1dm, cling lo deadline, cling phai chiu rui ro nghé nghiép nhat

dinh, cling lo “th&t nghiép’, i lam thi chang cé xach cép sang

di chiéu vé 8 tiéng ma noé khong cé ranh gidi 16 rang.

KHO THANH CONG NEU KHONG LAM MGI MINH

Du lich khéng phai 1a liéu thudc than, khéng phai la khu vuon
Eden dep dé, n6 cling nhu moi th khac trén doi, cling tu can
béng va bl trlr moi thir v&i nhau: su ¢i mé va trai long véi
nguoi xa la sé bi thu hep lai dan bang su canh giac va than
trong, nhitng trai nghiém méi dang cho dén cling sé bi nhiing
i ro tiém &n nhu cai béng theo dudi phia sau, nhirng cam
giac sung suéng phan khich khi dat chan dén mét vung dat

xa la roi cling sé bi té xam xit khi trg vé nha day tréng réng va

ti€c nudi, nhirng chuyén du lich sé dugc déi béng thoi gian,
strc khoe, stc lao dong, tién bac. Khé khan dau tién ciia mot
nguoi du lich toan thoi gian, do la tai chinh. P6i khi minh cling
roi vao tinh trang khé khan do cac bén thanh todn cham. Tuy
vay do c6 nhiéu nguén thu nhap khac nhau nén van co céac
khoan bu dap va minh c6 thé xoay s& dugce. bi du lich, luén
phai ¢6 gang gilt su lac quan va phén khdi trong long, vi néu
budn chan thi chang di ntta lam gi. Nhitng tdm anh dep dé,
tuoi cudi rang 1& nhiéu khi chi la nhitng 1an déi 1ong minh,
con nhirng tdm tréng u sau chi la dién cho “sau” vui vui thoi
chu luc budn va tam trang chang ai lai chup anh minh bao gi¢
cd. C6 1& vi chang ai mudn ngudi khac phai xem nhirng tdm
anh budn té va chan ngéat, dé€ ho budn 1ay va mét cam hng,

phéa hiy cé ngay tuoi dep ctia ho ca.

Ngoai ra, travel blogger phai luén tu lam mdi ban than, phai
chia sé nhitng cai c6 ich cho ngudi doc dé€ thu hut lugng doc
gia ctia riéng ban. Minh luén phai suy nghi tim cac diém mdi
déc ddo hoac khai thac cac géc nhin it nguoi biét dé€ page cua
minh thu vi hon. Vi travel blogger ma khéng di du lich hay c6
nhitng bai viét hay, sinh déng, mai la thi cting khé thanh cong.

VA BAN DA SAN SANG KHI..?

Lam mot travel blogger toan thai gian doi héi phai cé su chuén
bi. Trudc hét ban phai that sy dam mé du lich. Tiép d6 ban can
tin minh c¢é kha nang viét lach, chup anh, va mét s6 k§ nang
d€ giup ban kiém tién trang trai chi phi. Khéng nhiing vay, ban
phai chiu dugc cuc khé va thich trai nghiém, san sang dén
nhan cac thir thach dén véi minh vi duong di la mot chubi
nhitng tinh huéng khéng luong trude. Néu thay da san sang
thi ¢t tirng budce dan than vao thi, cting khong mat mat gi. lll
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CONG VIEC “PI CHOI SUOT NGAY”

Luc trudec, téi va nhitng ngudi ban “di” cia minh khi con di
lam céng ty ct hay bao nhau: “S¢ thich ctia minh la di du ljch.
Tai sao tui minh khéng bién sé thich nay thanh mét céng viéc
kiém ra tién nhi? Néu duoc vay thi ching ta dau phai lam viéc

nita ma chung ta sé di choi suét ngay”.

Téi khong cho réng viéc 6n dinh ¢ mot noi nao do, cé céng viéc
ngay hai budi, cé lvong ¢6 dinh... 1a mét viéc gi d6 khong t6t.
Nhung t6i thi lai khéng cam thdy hanh phuc véi dieu dé nén
phai cat cong tim kiém mét chéan troi mai. May thay, t6i lai tim

thay hanh phuc trén nhing cung dudng.

KHONG CO THOI GIAN DE BUON

Nhirng ngay dau téi dung tién tiét kiém dé di. Nhung chi 2
thang sau la t6i da bat dau c6 ngudn thu tlr cdng viéc ctia mot
travel blogger. Téi nhan tai trg tir nhédn hang dé€ déng hanh
cung san pham cua ho trong cac chuyén di. Téi viét review cho
nhiing diém dén, cac hang 1& hanh hoac cac hang hang khéng.
Ngoai ra, téi cling tu 1ap cho minh mét ekip lam viéc chuyén

vé nhiép anh thuong mai tai Sai Gon. Luc nao 1én duong, téi

chuyén tdm vao anh du lich. Con khi ¢ nh3, t6i nhan thém
cong viéc chup anh quang céo cho cac nhén hang. Véi ting dy
viéc, tham chi t6i cam thay minh khéng lic nao co thoi gian

dé... budn.

PU'NG LAM HANH TRINH “BIEN CHAT"

Tién bac luén la van dé dau dau clia nhitng nguoi lam nghé
tu do. C6 mét ndi sg chung cua rat nhiéu ban tré la khi dut do
khéi cong ty 16i, budce ra tu d6i dau véi cude séng thi khong
biét minh ¢6 tén tai ndi khéng. Chinh sy thi€u chuén bi va noi
sg vo hinh nay da lam céc ban chin budc. Cho t¢i thoi diém
nay, téi cdm thay van dé tai chinh khong con la néi lo canh
canh clia minh nhu ngay xua nira. Vi t6i biét cach quéng cai
ganh lo &y di d€ chu tam vao cong viéc.

Ban kiém tién trén dudng di, nhung néu vi thé ma ban bién
chuyén du lich cia minh thanh mét chuyén céng tac thi ban
sé that bai. Chuyén di khéng con mang tinh phiéu luu, bat ngo
va ho6i hop nta ma no sé bi thuan thuong mai. Ma nhiing cau
chuyén nhu vay dang thira mra trén mang xa héi, doc gia

TAM
BUI

6

Trung binh méi nam téi
danh 6 thang trén duong.
S6 chuyén di thi ciing vo
chirng I3m. it nhat 13 5 dia
diém ma minh chua tirng
dit chan téi méi nam.

9

khong can thém nita. Ho can nhitng trai nghiém hét stic ca
nhan, ¢ thé sai lam, béc déng hoédc ngu ngéc, nhung no 1a trai
nghiém tu than va rat doi. Nguoi doc ¢6 thé thdy dugc chinh
minh trong nhitng cau chuyén dé.

Vi téi la “ti phu thoi gian’, muén di bao 1au tuy thich nén ct &
lai choi cho sudng, d€ cac giac quan ciia minh dugc lam viéc
hét cong suat roi sau dé maoi viét lach va chup anh. Vai t6i, tan
hudng phai chiém 80-90% hanh trinh thi md&i ¢é san pham t6t.

PiCH PEN CUA BAN LA ..?

Té1i khong co6 v dinh dirng lai, ngay ca khi cé gia dinh. Téi nght
minh hoan toan cé thé chon cho minh mét mau hinh gia dinh
minh mudén. Téi sé chon nguoi cing chi huéng voi minh dé
tao dung mét gia dinh, trong d¢ gia dinh t6i sé cung nhau di
chuyén trén khap cac néo dudng. Biét minh mudn gi la chia
khoa ctia moi thanh céng. Nhung dich dén ctia méi ngusi
chung ta, budn thay, lai khéng phai la thanh céng ma la nhiing
tradi nghiém. Chinh trai nghiém mai lam nén con nguoi, lam

nén ki niém va lam mot ngudi tré nén khac biét va duy nhat il
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T6i méi bat dau céng viéc cta
moét phong vién tu do va travel
blogger tur khoang hon 1 nam
truéc. Tir do dén nay téi da di
duoc 9 qudc gia, tinh ra nam vira
réi trung binh 1 thang téi lai cé
mat & mét dat nudc khac nhau.
L1

PI DE SONG THU'C SU

Téi ting la moét chuyén vién truyén théng cho mét dai hoc 1én
clia mién Trung véi muc luong 6n. Toi la niém tu hao cda gia
dinh. Thé nhung téi van khéng cadm thay hanh phtc va cuéc
s6ng nhu vay khong thda mén dugce chinh minh. Vi thé ma toi
quyét dinh tr bd con dudng an toan va 6n dinh kia dé xach ba
16 1én va budc ra ngoai thé gidi. Bdi, chi don gian d€ biét dugce
minh la ai, minh ¢6 thé lam dugc nhiing gi va di dugc dén

dau. Va véi 161 dé mdi la moét cude séng thuce sur.

TRANG TRAI CHO MO U'GC

Co6ng viéc chinh cta téi la viét 1ach, chup hinh va quay phim.
T6i da rén cho minh dé cé day du k§ nang lam bao anh (phong
su anh, géc anh), bao viét (nhiing bai nhat ky hanh trinh,
phoéng s, ky su) va bdo hinh (phéng su truyén hinh). Trung
binh 2 - 3 ngay t6i sé giri di mot sdn phdm. Va nhuén but thi tir
300.000VND - 2,5 triéu VND/san pham.

Tinh ra trung binh mot thang t6i van c6 thé kiém duogc tur 10

- 15 triéu VND tlr tién nhuan but. Vabén canh d6 thi thoang

toi cling c6 thém thu nhéap tir viéc lam KOLs cho viéc review
va PR cho m6t s san phdm trén cac trang mang xa hoi cia
minh nhu facebook, fanpage va website. Téi thuong dugc tra
t6i thiéu 500.000VND/bai review ho&c PR d€ dang 1én cac kénh

thoéng tin ca nhan cia minh.

Chua ké mot s6 chuyén di t6i dugc tai trg 100% chi phi. Mot s
nguoi sén sang chi tra cho t6i 100% chi phi d€ t6i dua ho t6i
dugc vung dat ma ho mudén. Vi du nhu chuyén di t6i bo lac
Apatani & Ziro, An Do.

MINH CO LUA CHON SAI KHONG?
T61 ting mo moéng rat nhiéu vé nghé viét, nhung khi lao vao

thue té, thi tai chinh la moét van dé can duoc dat 1én bén canh
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1y tudng va dam mé. D€ nudi dudng dam mé, téi phai viét rat
nhiéu, véi tan suét vira di vira viét nhu vay, déi khi con phai
viét voi. Boi khi chi 1a dang bai gi¢i thiéu so sai kem vai tdm
anh, thé cling xong mot bai. Téi tham chi khéng mudén doc lai
nhirng bai bao dé. Téi cling mong déc gia khi doc no sé khong
nhéan ra tac gid la t6i. b6 cling 1a mét trong nhiing diéu khién
toi rat khé tam.

Trong suét 1 ndm vira qua cting c6 mot vai thoi diém t6i thuc
su gap kho khan vé tai chinh. Khiing hoang nhét la khoang
thoi gian bi roi mat may anh xudng bién, khong cé dé nghé
tac nghiép, s6 lugng anh chup trén hanh trinh bi mét, thanh
ra chiing lai mét thoi gian khéng thé céng tac vai cac bao.
Tién lam ra chi du d€ duy tri cho cac hanh trinh ch khéng
du gid d€ sdm d6 mdi. Co thoi diém trong tai khoan chi con
900.000VND, téi cling tw hdi minh phai séng sao day nhi? ba
c6 mot thoi gian t6i thuc su stress va khiing hoang vé chuyén
tai chinh. Chinh thé nhiéu ltc t6i cling ti nghi ngd ban than
khéng biét minh cé lya chon sai khéng.

TU BO?

Tuy kho khén, t61 van chua san sang dirng lai véi mot cude
s6ng 6n dinh. B&i téi van nhé phat dién cam giac dugc tu do
chay nhay trén thao nguyén, cam giac bang qua sa mac hay
nhiing ngon nui tuyét. D6 co 1é sé la nhirng cam giac tuyét voi
nhét trong doi.

PHAI GAN PAM ME VOI THUC TE

Theo dudi dam mé la t6t nhung néu nhu khéng muén nga qua
dau, thi phai gan dam mé véi thuc té. Trude khi quyét dinh tur

bd vi tri an toan, ban phai trd 16i dugc cau hoi: Ban c6 k§ néng

gi? K§ nang ctia ban c6 thé nuéi séng ban khi ban tir bo con

duong an toan dé lao ra thé gi¢i khéng?
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TOI KHONG CON PHAI XIN NGHi BE PI DU LICH
NUA

Téi danh toan dé€ bd thoi gian cho du lich tir thang
9 ndm 2014 sau khi nghi céng viéc tu van céng
nghé trong nganh quang céo truc tuyén & London.
Téi di du lich hang thang va thudng vé buc gitta
cac chuyén di. Trude khi nghi viéc, téi danh tat ca
ngay nghi phép dé di du lich, khoang 3-4 chuyén,
tham chi déi khi nghi khéng luong mét vai thang.
Tién tiét kiém tir cong viéc tu van quang cdo truc
tuyén du du da dé téi chi tra cho cac chuyén di dén
nam 2018.

CHI TIEU TIET KIEM, TRAI NGHIEM HET MINH
Tl bd cude séng thuong nhat dong nghia vai viéc
t6i khéng con dugc gdp gd ban bé, choi ghita hay
leo nui thuong xuyén nira. T bd céc sd thich ay

von khong phai 1a diéu dé dang voi toi.

Toi da bat dau sir dung chuong trinh tiép thi
Affilate trén Amazon va kiém duoc s6 tién 40EUR
dd dé tra chi phi duy tri website trong it nhat 1
nam. Nhung hau nhu t6i séng dwra vao khoan tién
tiét kiém. Va cling nghi dén viéc dung nhitng bic
anh chup dugc dé tang thu nhap, mét viéc t6i chua
ting lam trudc day. Tim céc quan co6 doé an gia ré
hon d6 ban trong siéu thi, di xe bus thay vi taxi, sén
vé may bay gia ré. T6i thuong danh hang gio dong
ho tim ki€m théng tin d€ 1én k& hoach cho nhiing
hanh trinh tiét kiém nhéat. Va trong 2 nam, diéu nay
dé giup toéi tiét kiém 2.000EUR.

&
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THICH NGHI LA DPIEU CAN THIET

Toi da phai d6i mat voi rat nhiéu khé khén trén
duong di. Nhu khi nho xe, ban sé khoéng biét liéu
ban c6 thé dén dugc dung noi minh mudén dén hay
khoéng va khi nao thi téi. boi khi t6i d& phai lam
nhirng viéc ma nhiéu ngudi van coi la qua nguy
hiém, nhu la dung léu ngu doc duong. Béi khi co
vai nguoi moi t6i vé nha va ké t6i nghe nhiing
chuyén ky la.

Nhin chung, chung ta sé phai thay déi k& hoach
lién tuc va can tuy co ing bién. Nhu trude day, t6i
trng roi vao hoan canh bi mét ngudi cho & nho
trén couchsurfing bo roi, trong luc lo lang va béi réi
ay t6i da phai tuy minh ¢6 gang tim cach giai quyét
va lén mot ké hoach khéc. Téi cling dan quen véi
nhiing su ¢d nay, nhung c¢6 1é véi nhitng ai mdi bat
dau day la mot thir thach thuce su.

NAM BAT TU'ONG LAI

Co6 nhiéu nguoi khéng thuc sy biét minh muén
lam gi va nén di nhu thé nao. Nhung téi thi khac.
V&i t6i, twong lai luén rat 16 rang Téi mudn md mot
trang trai trong thuc ph&m hiru co & Anh trong 5-10
nam nira, cung doé 1a cung cdp chd & va ndu &n cho
khach du lich va lam nghé quang cao truc tuyén

tu do trong khodng 4-6 thang 1 ndm. Khoang thoi
gian con lai la danh cho gia dinh va du lich. Lén ké
hoach cén than sé gitp hanh trinh kham pha thé

gidi ctia ban an toan va dang nhé hon.

WANDERLUSTTIPS.COM



TIRAY
BLOGGERS

HOW MUCH A DREAM COST?

Lal; HONG NEUNG

INSTEAD OF TRAVELLING SEVERAL
TIMES PER YEAR, TRAVEL BLOGGERS
TURN THEIR LIFE INTO A LONG TRIP.

AND IT IS DEFINITELY NOT A PATH

STREWN WITH ROSES.

WANDERLUSTTIPS.COM
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I travel monthly, even
weekly to write and share
my experience. On average,
I take nearly 70 flights a
year. Besides blogging,

I also make vlogs to

share my experiences on
different media channels.
”
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CREATE YOUR OWN PATH

More than a year ago, I published my first book and decided to
give up my career as a journalist to become a full-time travel
blogger. I am so fed up with the stability, so tired of the restrictive
and constrained working environment, and so bored with a
repeated working routine, so I made a decision to give up the job
that could be a dream to many people to create my own path.
Why did you have to live a monotonous life while you were

capable of living a more diverse life?

MAKE MONEY FOR TRAVELLING

There are many ways for me to make money the trip: Income
from writing, my savings for years, extra money from part-time
jobs outside my main job as a travel blogger, earnings from
advertising on Facebook and Google when posting videos on
YouTube, and also the contract, agreement of posting product and

service reviews on my own website or social networks.

A PATH NOT STREWN WITH ROSES

I had anticipated difficulties that I had to face. However, those
difficulties were much harder than I had expected. Being a
freelancer means that you will never have a stable income. It is all
insecure and I have to work every day, every hour to maintain my
income. In addition, being a travel blogger, you have to travel a lot
to gain experience, experience to share with the readers. If you do
not travel regularly, your experience is tedious, then nobody will
want to follow your blog. Furthermore, your experience must be
in depth and interesting, which means you are required to have
an ability to observe, perceive and interact with local people in
the destination. Finally, you have to build trust with your readers
because they will watch your journey and contribute to your
success. Sometimes, there were readers that felt uncomfortable
when I posted or advertised a product, without understanding
that it was also a way I could earn money for travelling.

Sometimes, I felt frustrated with my decision to become a full-
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time blogger when I did not see any progress, I did not know what

I needed for improvement, and what I had done wrong.

ALL ACHIEVEMENTS NEED TIME

I had to face a lot of difficulties, but I always thought that as I
decided to go this way, I have to go to the end. I have a strong
belief that I will succeed in the path [ have chosen. Later, when I
get married, we will travel together to explore the world and learn

from interesting things in life.

But do not rush to work as a full-time travel blogger when you
have not gained the financial ability, comprehensive knowledge,
communication skill and foreign languages. All achievements
need time. If you want to become a travel blogger, you can start
the journey now; start writing and sharing; practice taking
photographs, recording and editing video; learn English, and
especially read a lot H
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THERE WILL BE NO OTHER LONG JOURNEY

Regarding the long journey around the world, if I do not work as
atravel blogger, I cannot afford the travel cost. I needed to send
my sayvings to my parents because I am the oldest in my family.

Being a travel blogger helps me to earn money for travelling.

WORKING WHILE TRAVELLING

Previously when ['had a full-time white-collar job, sometimes

I wrote advertisements for several companies. Nowadays, I
mainly write advertisements for some brands such as tires or
mobile phones, work asa copywriter, take photographs for some
brands to pay for travel expenses. Currently, [ do not have any
stable income,either. :

Nothing in life is free and perfect, everything needs a trade-off.
“Traveling.career” is sometimes very stressful with deadlines,
accupational risks, and also unemployment. The working
schedule isnot fixed with 8-hour shifts; you will have to work at
any available time.

IT IS HARD TO SUCCEED WITHOUT RENEWING VQiJRSELF

Traveiling isnot/athagic medicine or a beauﬁﬁkaden Garden.

“Just like e'verything else in life, it has two sides: the opénneagy_:
% ._.-__;tcr strangers willbe narrowedmadually by the v1g11ance and
) { cautlon while awaiting new experlences Wl]l also be exposed
to hiddén risks. The happmess and exciternent When Commg fo.
ranew land wﬂl then bring you'alsense afiregret and emptiness-.
lwhen comlng back home and reahzmg that travelhng will be
“traded by~ youry time, health; and money )The first difficlilty of al
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serious financial difficulty due to late payment. However, I still
have many other sources of income to manage and overcome
difficulties.

When travelling, you should always keep the optimism and
excitement in your heart because if you get bored, you can
do nothing. Sometimes, the beautiful photos or bright smiles
are somehow to hide the sadness inside, while some other
melancholy pictures are actually just for a concept. Perhaps
because no one wants others to lose inspiration or ruining a

beautiful day by seeing their boring and monotonous photos.

Another great challenge for travel bloggers is to constantly
renew themselves and share useful tips to attract readers. I
always think about new unique aspects or exploit less-known
viewpoints to make my page more interesting. Because it will be
hard to succeed as a travel blogger if you do not travel often or

have interesting and unique travel writings.

AND WHEN DO YOU GET READY?

Working as a full-time travel blogger requires preparation. First
of all, you need to have the passion for travelling. Then you need
to have writing skill, photography skill and others to earn money
to cover your expenses. Moreover, as you may encounter a series
of unexpected situations during your journey, you need to have
the ability to endure hardships, the desire for life experience

as well as the willingness to take on any challenges. If you are

ready, just take the first step to experience a travelling life.
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I spend an average of six
months on travelling, visiting
at least 5 new destinations
every year. | have travelled to
so many places in my life.

”

A JOB OF TRAVELLING

When I still worked for companies, my travel buddies and I
said to each other “Our hobby is travelling. Why don't we turn
it into a career? Then we do not need to work anymore and

just spend all day going out. “

I do not think having a stable 8-hour-shift and fixed monthly
salary job is something unfavorable. However, I was not happy
working like this, so I had to look for a new path. Fortunately, I

found the happiness on travelling.

THERE IS NO TIME TO BE SAD

In the early days, I spent my savings on travelling. But just
two months later, I started making money when working as
a travel blogger. I received sponsorship from some brands

to bring their products during the trip. I wrote reviews of
destinations for travel agencies or airlines. In addition, I also

set up a team specializing in commercial photography in
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Saigon. [ focus on taking travel photos while on the journey,
and advertising photographs for brands while at home. With
this huge amount of work, I even feel that I do not have time to
be sad.

DO NOT MAKE YOUR JOURNEY LOSE ITS SIGNIFICANCE
Finance is always a headache for freelancers. A common fear
of so many young people is whether they can survive or not
when they give up a stable job to work as a freelancer or start
their own business. The lack of preparation and this invisible
fear has made them intimidated. Up to now, financial issues
do not bother me anymore because I know how to throw

the burden away to focus on work. You make money while
travelling, but if you turn your journey into a business trip, it
means you have failed. The trip is no longer adventurous, full
of surprises and thrilling but it is commercialized. There are
too many significant stories like this on social networks that

readers do not need to read anymore.

They need a completely personal experience which is may be
impulsive or stupid, yet unique and authentic, so that readers
can find themselves in those stories. Because I am a “time
billionaire”, I can stay as long as [ want so that my senses can
work at full capacity, and then I will write and take photos
later. For me, I can only have great writings and photos when
spending 80-90 percent of travel time for pleasure.

YOUR FINAL DESTINATION IS...?

I do not intend to stop, even when I get married. I think I can
build my own family and choose a soulmate to share the
aspirations for travelling, so we can be accompanied all over
the places.

Find out what you really want in life is the key to success. But
the goal of life is not succeeding, but experiencing. It is new
experiences that help us find ourselves, bring memories and

makes us different and unique. i
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| just started the job of a
freelance journalist and s travel
blogger about a year ago.

Since then, | have traveled to
nine countries, and averagely |
travelled to one country each
month last year.

9
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TRAVEL TO FIND A REAL LIFE

[ used to be a public relations specialist
for a large university in Central Vietnam
with a good salary. I am the pride of the
family. However, I still did not feel happy
and satisfied with my life. Therefore, I
decided to give up that safe and stable
life to take my backpack and step forward
to experience the world outside, simply
because [ wanted to find out who [ am,
what I can do and where I can go. And that

is the life I want to live.

WORKING TO AFFORD MY DREAM

My main job is writing, taking photographs
and filming. I have trained myself to have
enough skills to work in some fields such
as photojournalism (photo-essay, photo
categories), journalism (journey diary,
documentary, and journal) and television
(TV report). I will produce a work on the
basis of 2-3 days, and the royalty is from
300.000 VND to 2.5 million VND per work.
Averagely, in a month I can earn from 10 to
15 million of royalty. Besides, I sometimes
get extra income from working as a Key
Opinion Leader (KOLs) for reviewing and
promoting some products on my social
networking sites such as Facebook, fan
page, and website. [ am usually paid a
minimum of 500.000 VND for a product
review or a promotion posted on my
personal channel. Not to mention, some
of my trips are 100 percent sponsored.
Some people are willing to pay the travel
cost for me to travel with them to the land
they want to go, for example, a trip to the

Apatani tribe in Ziro, India.

DID I MAKE THE WRONG CHOICE?

[ used to have an illusion about writing, but
when it comes to the reality, money is a
matter that needs to be considered besides

your dream and passion. To nurture my
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passion, [ had to write a lot, even while
ravelling; sometimes I had to write in a
hurry. The articles sometimes were just

a simple introduction with some photos,
which I did not even want to read again. I
also hoped the reader would not recognize
that the author was me. It was one of the

broken-hearted things [ had to experience.

During the last 1 year, there were at

some points when I really had financial
problems. The worst crisis was when I lost
my camera in the sea. It was impossible for
me to collaborate with media companies
and agencies because I did not have
professional equipment and lost all the
photographs taken on the journey. My
income was just enough to spend on
travelling, and I could not afford to buy
new equipment. There was a time when I
had only 900.000 VND in my account, and
I wondered myself how I could manage to
live. I was really stressed and financially
troubled. So many times I doubted myself

about whether I made a wrong choice.

SHOULD I GIVE UP?

Despite difficulties, I am still not ready
to stop to live a stable life. Because I

still miss the feeling of freely running
across the prairie, crossing the desert or
snow mountains. That would be the best

experience in my life.

TAKE REALITY INTO CONSIDERATION

It is great to pursue your passion, however,
if you do not want to fail miserably, you
must take reality into consideration. Before
deciding to give up a safe and stable life,
you must be able to answer the question:
What skills do you have? Can your skills
help you to maintain when you give up the

safe path to go outside?

WANDERLUSTTIPS.COM



88| conversation

WANDERLUST TIPS | OCTOBER 2017

(19

Now I luckily do not have
to ask for any days off
any more. Until now, |
have visited 98 countries.
b}

IDON'T HAVE TO ASK FOR ANY DAYS OFF TO TRAVEL
ANYMORE

I have spent all of my time travelling since September 2014
after quitting my job as a Technical Consultant in Online
Advertisement Industry in London. I travel every month with a
small break in Germany in between.

Before that, I took every single day off and a couple of unpaid
months off to travel, roughly about 3-4 trips. Working in
London as a Consultant in Online Advertisement enabled me
to save enough money for my trips until 2018 and even have
some left after that.

KEEP EXPENSE LOW AND ENERGY HIGH
Giving up the normal life means that I cannot meet my friends,
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play guitar or climb the mountains frequently. And for me, it is

not easy to give up these hobbies.

I started to use Amazon Affiliate Program and earned around
40 EUR, enough to maintain the website for at least one year.
However, I mostly live off of my own savings. I am thinking

about selling my photos, which I have never done before.

It will be better for you to find some cheap places to eat rather
than buy food in a supermarket, catch a bus instead of taxi

as well as find a cheap airfare. I often have to spend hours
researching for the most economical journey. And in two
years, this has helped me save about 2,000 EUR.

ADAPTATION IS NECESSARY

I have to face a lot of challenges during my journey. When
being given a lift, you may not know whether and when you
can arrive in your destination. Sometimes I have to sleep in
my tent next to the road, which seems to be too risky for some
people to do. Sometimes people invite me to their house and
tell me about some mysterious stories. In general, we will
constantly need to change the plans and have to adapt to the
situation. I used to feel so confused when my host was not
showing up and I had to solve all the problems without any
help and prepare a backup plan. Now I have become familiar
with all these things, but for the beginners, they might be big

challenges.

CLEAR VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Some people don't really know what they want to do, and
how they want their trips to be. But I do, I want to live on my
organic and self-sustaining farm in England in the next 5-10
years, provide accomodation and food for travellers, and work
as a freelancer in Online Advertisement Industry for at least
4-6 months per year. I will spend the rest of time with my
family and on traveling. Preparing carefully for the trips can

help you discover the world more safely. lll
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